
Marion County Bar Association

Professionalism, Civility and the Rule of Law

With guidance from the Chief Justice, the Marion County Circuit Court is making the
following changes to court procedure beginning Monday, March 16th and continuing
through April 15th.  The court may make further changes or may extend these changes
as circumstances dictate.

TRIALS: 
·
We will postpone all jury trials that are not time sensitive for the next
30 days (until April 15th). 
This including all civil trials and all out of custody criminal
cases unless a party can establish a basis for the court to find the case
is “time sensitive.”
The court will be contacting parties to reschedule trials.

HEARINGS:
·
We will continue to hold hearings in all case types if we can do so in
gatherings of less than 15 people and with social distancing. 
We will consider postponing those that are not time-sensitive to increase
docket time for other matters that have statutory implications or are
otherwise time-sensitive or urgent, such as ex parte dockets and
protective orders.
The court will contact the parties if a hearing needs to be postponed.

FAMILY LAW FACILITATION:
·
We have already closed our Family Law Facilitation office. 
Facilitators are still available to assist customers with protective orders
and immediate dangers.

COURT PROCEDURES:
·
Criminal Cases

o  
Status Conferences

§ 



Defendants and attorneys will be allowed to appear by
phone. 
The court will initiate the call.
Attorneys must be available in their offices during the status
conference block (generally 30 minutes starting from
scheduled time) until called.
Defendants must be available at the number provided to the
court during the entire status conference block until called.

§  

If the defendant fails to answer the phone, it may be
considered a failure to appear.
If the defendant does not have a phone, they must
appear personally in court or be by phone with the
attorney.

Out of Custody Annex Appearances
§  

Arraignments will begin at 8:30.  The court will NOT play
the “Arraignment Video.”  Attorneys need to arrive by
8:30.
Next appearances at the annex will be set out past May
1st unless a party can establish a basis for the court to find
the case “time sensitive.”
If a judge is pulled, the status conference will be set out past
May 1st unless a party can establish a basis for the court to
find the case “time sensitive.”

Civil and Domestic Cases
o  
Status Conferences

§  

Attorneys will be allowed to appear by phone. 
The court will initiate the call.
Attorneys must be available in their offices during the status
conference block (generally 30 minutes starting from
scheduled time) until called.

As the situation changes in our community, the court will continue to take
guidance from MCHHS and OHA and will make additional changes to court
practices and procedures.  We will immediately inform you if significant
changes are made.

Please forward this emails to interested persons in you practice areas.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Linda
Hukari, our Trial Court Administrator.



 

Sincerely,

Tracy

 

 

Hon. Tracy A. Prall

Presiding Judge
Marion County Circuit Court 
PO Box 12869
Salem, Oregon 97309-0869
Phone: (503) 588-5030


